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San rrancico Bay Irom thc shrin1ing cesspool and garbage dUmp it

.LL IL Ui J_j__. _LL J.L J_L_LL L.1 -i 1as ycas ago none ranks higher than Mel Lane ol Aheron.

LL Mr. Ianc. now reiird as an owner and publisher ol Sunset Mae
aiine and Books. was the chairman of

pioneering new I3ay Consei ation and

Ievelopmcnl Commision BCDC. The

_C
LOm1fllS1OI1 Lstabl1hLcI 0Y t. la in.- ..

965 to balance conIiictin interests in

lCVClOpmdflt and CICr\ ation that weri

..

-.. 0PCI1 ly warn no over an to li lioe
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.- ... oi .cn 3_ vii Lan sIulJy

i- tiiiidecl 27 11 actious fCC with vasily

dilfuLnt intLit.t in csiihlishin p1 tn to

P1 LSU thu uid to ni ti dLi dL

.-
..j .j CilOfls ihout it could m. both in

thL mu iloiii. its sholL
-5.r nu -SQ I. .. ..

iechc stht in Pao Aio PMands also
Iflflhi5SIOfl \1itLh hil1 itLi

saU ponds F.

tiOfl ii CC 5t ii ifl iii lgn1Li1t

.\ t.ri hisUP44
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cLcdd in iltillo

iC ii ilL. fr.Lerna vicilance is

F- IV L3L Iet 11 has made

ci
Mel ane of Athei lJO lii

tne answer
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ton retired publisher restoring and en-
EL LAtE

..
..

of Sunset Magazine hancing the Bay.

r4

and Books is one of coinL long iys Mi inc.

is the heroes who help iii Optimistic
.t. .. tt

ed save San Fran- In the early l96t the challenges were

.. cisco Bay. He chaired Irmidable. The Bay had alrealy lost third

the conimission that 01 its surhice area and threclourUis of the

-i
forged regulations to remaining water much in the South Ray

it tJ curb rampant filling
vas sh tlow ciiouih to Ic isily lilkd

of the Bay and to pro
Sari Matco Countys vlaster Plan for

mote beneficial uses 96 gives snapshot of the official posit ion

along its shores. On what could he done in the Bay. Maish
lands along the Bayfront could be developed

.. By Marion Softky
as tar otit as new Bayfront rreeway. run-

U. .jLnIflac Saff Wrile fling cast of Bayshore as much as l/

miles oftishorc. The freeway would run on

.. an Francisco Bay is known round the world. One of the planets
the Bay side ol the San Francisco Airport

Coyote Point and Bayiront Park at that time. the Marsh Road diimpL

great estuaries. it drains 40 pci cent of Califoi nia thiough the Jill acioss thc Biy ncai thc 1urnbirton Bridge wouJd controt

.I.
tides in the South Bay and permit more intense development on the

Golden Gate. And it gives identity and focus to the lives of seven
shore. new freeway rail. and rapid transit lines would cross it.

million people who live here. In Mr. Lane seven years the commission changed those expec
.. tations. With temporary moratorium on projects involving Bay till

Aicbon Socty No wonder the sponsors of Earth Day 2002 are celebrating the and with Mr. Lanes steady hand on the gavel the tlcdgling agency

only land developed plan that has served the area well ever since.

Bay on April 20 and throughout the month. There will be hikes
The toughest thing was turning people down says Mr. Lane

festivals sunrise gatherings and work days around the Bay to especially when their proposals might be in conflict with plan that

hadnt been finished.

celebrate its beauties and tackle its problems. We werent anti-development but we were concerned about the

In this Earth Day cover story the Almanac will take personal
quality of the Bay and setting priorities Mr. Lanerecalls. bus
ing and offices don need to be on the shoreline.

tour of our local Bayfront give an overview of Earth Day activities In the plan adopted in 1968 the commission gave priority to uses

that were dependent on the Bay such as shipping fishing and recre
and list of resources for people who want to know or do more.

See THANK page 150

niffing the crisp clean breeze off San Todays fresh bree7e gives measure of Bays original wetlands were gone and the they will be learning about it and gaining

Francisco Bay Craig Breon remembers the distance the Bay has come in the last 30 Bay itselfhad shrunk in area by more than energy to tackle challenges that lie ahead.

when he first saw the Bay in 1970. at age years. Sewage plants have moved to tertiary third from 680 to 430 square miles. Much While far healthier than in 1960 San

when his family moved here. It stank. treatment and industrial discharges have of downtown San Francisco from Hunters Francisco Bay still faces mixture of prob

remember holding my nose when was been to large extent controlled. Point to the Marina is built on Bay fill. lems and promise.

near the Bay. It really smelled bad says But by other measures San Francisco Forty years later the tide has turned and Typical of the problems is the collision of

Mr. Breon Portola Valley planning corn- Bay the greatest estuary on the Pacific San Francisco Bay is improving thanks to the cultures embodied in San Francisco Inter-

missioner and executive director of the Coast is still far from the pristine bay environmental movement. spate of new national Airports effort to till square

Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society. alive with fish and birds observed and set- laws and widespread appreciation for the mile of Bay to extend its runways.

That was two years before the Clean Water tied by early explorers. value of the Bay for business. shipping The greatest promise in generations for

Act Mr. Breon says. The Bay was giant Starting with the Gold Rush busy people recreation wildlife fisheries flood control expanding the Bay would be conversion of

cesspool with dozens of sewage plants and diked filled farmed and built on most of the water quality and above all quality of life. dilced salt ponds that fringe the Bay to tidal

industries dumping slightly treated sewage salt marshes and mud flats surrounding the Earth Day celebrants will be enjoying the

and industrial waste directly into the Bay. Bay. By 1960 more than 90 percent of the Bay and helping restore it. At the same time See CELEBRATING THE BAY next page

TheA1manaciApri17 2OO2 13
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________________________________
improve water quality they ab these ponds. The landmark salt

sorb high water and provide pro pile is already gone and the

ection from floods. They are company has sold the 17 acres

ike huge sponges he says then where it sat to Abbott Labs

..
..

adds impishly Im fan of which plans new campus.

I. Ihey remind us were not In addition on the shoreward

.. .. $\ .. ontrol side of these salt ponds is the pro

tion is another huge posd route to extend the Bayfront

val he Bay Mr Breon notes ExprLssway to Seaport Boulevard

As kid he remembers the
joy

of and Route 84 in Redwood City

ailing around AlcatraL and Looking ovtr the ponds which

\\k\ ugh the Golden Gate And he turn vivid pink and oiange in the

fell in the Bay rcpiatedly fall lust before the salt is bar

ound Redwood City He was vested Mr Breon undurstates the

... earning windsurfing out of Petes challenge Thats going to be

ti. ..

Harbor from teacher at Menlo very controversial he sa
SchooL It was neat he recalls.

From pond to marsh

___________ WhaVs ahead It was during the Gold Rush

From the summit of Mt. Trash- that people first started digging

.5

.. .- more once the Marsh Road Dump clumsy dikes on the edge of the

\\
ri

now Bayfront Park you can see Bay to trap seawater until it evap

the past and several possible fu orated leaving behind scum of

lv ..

..
..

tures of San Francisco Bay. valuable salt.

major opportunity lies to the Salt-making has expanded over

\ri aflh1O1flCe1ieF1t rink COfliC OOfl of the sate of 16500 acres ol salt poflils in the South ind West Bay to the
south toward the Dumbarton the last 150 years until today

federal government for inclusion in the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge. Some are al-

Bndge. Here. salt ponds tidal Cargill Salt can harvest L3 mil

ready in the refuge others would be added to it for partial restoration to tidal marsh. Cargill Salt Co. would Ce1
marshes diked centur or more lion tons of salt per year in

tinue producing salt on 12000 acres of ponds surrounding its Newark plant in the East Bay. total of 1400 acres go to provide salt for people an- 29000 acres of diked ponds nng

of crystallizer beds and the site of the landmark salt
pile

in Redwood City are not part of the deal they could be
imals and industiY may someday ing San Francisco Bay.

developed under regulation by the Bay Conservation and Development Commission and other agencies.
return to tidal marsh if negotia- The salt migrates from pond to

tions for their purchase bear fruit. pond at ever-greater concentra

Toward the Bay lies Greco Is- tions until it ends up in crystal-

CELEBRATiNG THE BAY school kids he comments. notes Mr. Breon. This looks like land remaining natural marsh lizers pink with brine shrimp near

continued from previous page Pickleweed and associated salt- what was here historically. This is that somehow escaped the craze the plant in Newark It takes five

loving plants are key to the bio- what we want to re-create. of filling and developing. Inwards years for molecule of salt to get

action and living marsh U.S. Sen. logical richness of salt marshes As peregrine falcon overhead from Greco Island lies the old from the Bay to the top of the salt

Dianne Feinstein D-Calif. is op- which support an extraordinary swoops at crow defending her Marsh Road sewage plant. While stack says Ms. Johnson

timistic that negotiations will be diversity of life as well as fish- nest Mr. Breon points out dc- the plant was closed to allow bet- Now Cargills apparent willing-

successful to buy from Cargill eries that are important to the ments of the Bay-edge ecosys- ter sewage treatment at new ness to sell 16500 acres in the

Salt Co. 16500 acres of salt Bay Area economy. tem. Mud fiats extend half mile plant in Redwood City its ponds South Bay to the federal govern-

ponds rimming the south and west Because so few tidal marshes offshore feeding shorebirds at low are still maintained to hold excess merit has Bay lovers ecstatic They

Bay. The price 00 million. are left around the Bay many of tide. Tidal sloughs snake through flow when winter storms over- dream of breaching levees and

Its an opportunity to turn the their inhabitants have become en- the marshes carrying life-giving whelm the capacity of the system. restoring much of the South Bay

clock back to something no one has dangered. Like the secretive clap- nutrients to their creatures. Just to Bayfront Park itself the only to tide-washed marsh mud and

seen since before the Gold Rush per rail and the tiny salt marsh the north San Francisquito Creek bill on this side of the Bay south of wildlife. The 00 million tab

says Lori Johnson spokesperson for harvest mouse. welcomes steelhead trout returning Coyote Point is another reminder would come from federal and state

Caiill. think its ieasonably close. The salt marsh harvest mouse to their ancestral home each win- of earlier common uses of Bay- sources and private foundations.

is the only land mammal that ter to spawn in its headwaters in lands. For more than 50 years Our goal is to get the clapper

Nearby aynds lives entirely on salt water says Menlo Park Woodside and Por- Menlo Parks Marsh Road Dump rail off the endangered species

Squatting at the edge of salt Mr. Breon enthusiastically. It tola Valley. You really want accepted garbage trash and de- list says Mr. Breon. That would

marsh at the Palo Alto Baylands eats pickleweed and sweats salt. mix of habitats he says. bris from the rapidly growing com- mean the South Bay is healthy.

Craig Breon breaks off tip of The Palo Alto Baylands are one The tidal marshes have other munities surrounding it. Early on But restoring diked ponds to

pickleweed and samples its salty of the largest natural tidal marsh more practical values Mr. Breon pigs would scavenge the garbage living Bay will be neither quick

tang. Its fun to show this to areas remaining in the South Bay says. They filter pollutants and later it piled up covered with dirt nor cheap. You cant just cut

every night as sanitary landfill hole in levee says Ms. Johnson.

jokingly called Mt. Trashmore. Among the major problems are

Occasionally the visitor still gets dealing with toxic contaminants

Looking loward ierwooti
whiff of that history. Much of that have accumulated iii the ponds

City you are standing on
the gas from still-rotting garbage and subsidence. Particularly in the

former dump now
fuels the noisy generator that South Bay many of the ponds have

ua ls Nex Ot dal
drowns out the calls of seabirds as settled below sea level and so have

ia it converts methane from the dump parts of Alviso Milpitas and San

niel ii1pu
tO electricity for the grid Jose Flooding is real concern

egets du s. wadino
The placid scene to the north of says Mr. Breon. Alviso is six feet

lirds arid
C..iriiij 3ese Bayfront Park embodies problems under water including the Cisco

Nexi
tti 01 lt

opportunity and controversy. Systems campus.

poriis tha Caoil .c
Flood Slough dredged as an Marge Kolar director of the

Lfl1y
cl te dcvjoi iet

ild ship channel with turnaround Don Edwards San Francisco Bay

to tat
till visible at the park entrance is National Wildlife Refuge will

.i ii
still living marsh with lots of he directing the project as the

otpnii nuiuisSfl
wading birds and more recently salt ponds become an active part

aii\ iC Qi
Canada geese. of the refuge. Its going to be

tn tw .i5t
Hwevcr the quilt ofsalt ponds long planning plocess and long

ii
ond the maish is prime

restoration process she says

... ai
for development The She estimates 100 million oei

lant site and the crystallizer quite few years.

t. south of Seaport Boule We can do the easiest first

...5. ..
.. re not part of the proposed and do it slo ly over tune says

.. .0

as ot salt ponds in the Mr Breon.

outh Bay. As Cirgill phases out Refuge ficials have lots ot

alt production on this side of support trom local citi/ens ad

he P.o bkel to sell o1f Coritirued next page
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